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“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. 
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son. 


If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: 


For he that biddeth him God speed is par- 


taker of his evil deeds.” 
Il John 9, 10, 11 
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ina LETTERS — 








UNITED STATES SENATE 


March 31, 1955 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, 
Asheville, N. C. 
My dear Doctor: 

That was certainly a magnificent article you 
wrote in The Southern Presbyterian Journal.* 

It was sent to me by my friend, Mr. B. C. 
Garrett of King William, Virginia, and it was a 
great pleasure for me to insert it in the Congres- 
-sional Record yesterday. I enclose the clipping. 

With very best wishes, I am, 

Faithfully yours, 
Harry R. Byrd 
Chairman Senate 
Committee on Finance 


*“The Christian and Debt 





A Moral Principle” 





NED IVERSON 
Dear Editor: 


Just want to let you know of God’s providence 
to us. The Journal of March 9th came Thursday, 
two weeks ago carrying the announcement of Rev. 
H. E. (Ned) Iverson leaving the pastorate to 
go into full time evangelism. The day following, 
our minister from the Synod of Appalachia assigned 
for the week of Evangelistic emphasis, called saying 
that due to sickness he could not come. We im- 
mediately called Ned and found that he could 
come to us on Monday. We were spiritually en- 
riched by his preaching of the Word; and it was 
literally the Word—passage after passage put to- 
gether in fine exposition of salvation and in flow- 
ing language without the use of the written page. 
On Sunday morning the Holy Spirit moved upon 
us in rededication of elders, deacons and members 
alike. Truly the Lord has begun to revive us in 
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answer to our prayers. The Richwood Church has 
not had mid-week prayer and Bible study for 
eight or ten years, maybe longer; but last Wednes- 
day we began anew with between 35 and 49 in 
attendance. We commend Brother Iverson to this 
field of service. He is well qualified for it. 


Thank you for this link in the providence of 
God. 
Sincerely, 
C. W. Rightmyer 
Richwood, W. Va. 





The Glasgow Campaign 
By George Burnham 


Glasgow, Scotland — A bewildered man, grop- 
ing for the truth, does some unusual thinking. 


Here are the soul-searching thoughts of a 
noted British intellectual leader as he listened 
to Evangelist Billy Graham for the first time 
during the All-Scotland Crusade now under way 
at Kelvin Hall in Glasgow. 


It took a particular brand of courage for 
Noel Stevenson, chairman of the British Broad- 
casting Company’s “Matter of Opinion” Divi- 
sion to bring his thoughts out for the world 
to see. 


He said: 


“Last night I heard Billy Graham. The myriad 
lights in the wide, low Kelvin Hall shone down 
on thousands of men and women who must 
have been wondering, as I was myself, just what 
their motives were for being there. 

“Was it idle curiosity? Was it a sense of 
inadequacy? Was it frustration at the lack of 
vigor in our own churches? Was it fear of the 
hydrogen bomb? 


“Or was it a need to find some compelling 
direction for life? 
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“T thought of the outburst ot a young man 
in the youth program I chaired some weeks 
ago. He faced a group of industrialists and re- 
ligious and civic leaders who wanted to know 
why modern youth was reckless. 


““We are a lost generation because you are 
lost,’ he accused. ‘How can you guide us when 
you don’t even know where you're going your- 
selves? 


““Oh, yes, you have brains and experience, 
plenty of those, but you have no aims we can 
seize upon as really worthwhile—you’re all out 
for yourselves, and we don’t like that.’ 


“No aim worthwhile. That was the thought 
that kept running through my mind as I looked 
about me. I wasn’t being emotional about it. 


“T had come in a mood of wariness—tolerant, 
it’s true, but suspicious of mass emotion, of 
brilliant organization, of American ebulience, 
of snap decisions about faith. 


“But the more I thought the more I was con- 
vinced that here was the crux of the matter. Re- 
ligion means action as well as belief; beliefs are 
the tools with which nations are made or broken. 


“Was it because our beliefs are not being put 
into practice that we were there—seeking a 
way to do it? Or had our beliefs themselves 
gone the way of ancient pagan fancies? 


“Across the way from me three young re- 
porters—a girl and two men—gave me some 
clues. When Billy Graham began his address 
with an exhortation about Original Sin and 
the Immortal Soul they sat unmoved, whisper- 
ing among themselves, giggling and pointing 
with an air of professional nonchalance. 





“But when he turned to the problems of 
the Christian way of life they sat mute, no 
longer boldly challenging the looks of others, 
but with eyes downcast and a sudden realization 
cn their faces. 


“Slowly they raised their heads to face the 
speaker above them—and they were held spell- 
bound. 


“If their thoughts were like mine it was not 
emotion that held them—it was the feeling that 
here was something practical that could be 
acted upon, not a negative and selfish aim of 
personal salvation through not doing wrong, 
but a positive aim of peace in God through 
doing a thousand small things right. 


“Come to think of it, the most surprising 
thing about the whole evening was the playing 
down of emotion. 


“Of course the glorious singing of the massed 
choir and the great congregation warmed our 
hearts. Even the Press—led by a woman reporter 
with a voice of soft beauty—were drawn into 
taking an active part. 


“But Cliff Barrows, who led the singing, was 
relaxed and cheerful. Billy Graham himself, at 
a critical moment, would release the tension by 
raising a smile in the name of Jesus. 


“It seemed clear to me that we were being 
asked to consider our position in regard to 
our God and our fellowmen in the light of 
common sense and reason; our love was to be 
the love of happy marriage rather than of pas- 
sionate courtship; we were to keep our eyes open 
as well as our hearts. 


“Almost before I knew it, the climax of the 
evening had arrived. Billy Graham called us 
to silence and to prayer, so that those who felt 
called to commit their lives to Christ might 
come forward and stand before the rostrum. 


“In the agonized moments of hesitation that 
followed I felt a rush of gratitude to see that 
almost all the Press men present had the grace 
to sit with eyes averted from this public trial 
of courage and faith. 


“Then the flow began and we felt able to 
look about. 


“A young man broke from the restraining 
fingers of his friends and joined the widening 
stream. Near me most were young or in early 
middle age—ordinary, decent young folk, many 
clearly poor, others well dressed, all quiet and 
composed. 


“I saw a sprinkling of university students 
among them and thought again of the young 
man in the radio program and his cry for leader- 
ship. 


“I knew in that moment that I should have 
been standing there among those youngsters, 
giving a lead in the public declaration of my 
faith. 


“Panic held me when I realized that I had 
not the courage of my convictions. I was think- 
ing not of what I should do, but of how I might 
explain it to the intellectual critics I would 
have to face. 
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“T hesitated and was lost. 


“That boy was right—I had failed to give a 
lead where one was needed. 


“As the tail end of the stream flowed past 
and out of sight I heard, in the depths of my 
conscience, the first cock-crow.” 


r EDITORIALS } 


Again—The Folly of Negotiations 


The internal and international pressures being 
exerted for peace at any price are enormous. 


~~. 





A few days ago the National Council of 
Churches, through its president, Dr. Eugene Car- 
son Blake, Ernest A. Gross, chairman, and Walter 
W. Van Kirk, executive director of the council’s 
Department of International Affairs, and char- 
acterized in the newspaper report as “leaders of an 
an organization of 3514 million Protestants and 
Eastern Orthodox Christians” sent a telegram to 
President Eisenhower urging him to “resist the 
pressure” of those advocating “policies which 
cowld lead to a third world war’. 


They also expressed misgivings about the United 
States taking any single-handed action on the For- 
mosan Crisis. 


Urging negotiation with the Communists they 
went on to say: “We reject the view that nego- 
tiation is appeasement. Appeasement lies in the 
surrender of principle”. 


Ladies and gentlemen: that is one of the chief 
sources of our international difficulties today. We 
have “surrendered principle’ every time we have 
entered into negotiation with the Communists and 
invariably the cause of righteousness and freedom 
has suffered as a result. 


It would be a matter of but minor interest if 
three individual citizens should express such views 
to the President. But, it is a matter of the gravest 
import when three men undertake to speak for 
35% million Christians. It is utterly unfair to 
the President to let him assume that American 
Protestantism is in favor of further negotiation 
and appeasement. The so-called “Letter to Pres- 
byterians” is thought by some to have already 
done serious harm. This further use of the name 
of the Church to influence international policy 
along lines which seem destined to strengthen the 
hold of Communism on the world is deplorable. 


We do not believe the constituent churches of 
the National Council have authorized the leaders 
of that organization to speak for them in such 
matters. Here we are dealing with delicate prob- 
lems where the necessary information is not avail- 
able to those who are making these pronounce- 
ments. Furthermore, we deeply resent a few men 
using the pressure and leverage of 351% million 
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Christians to advocate policies which many others 
of equal piety and perception feel are calculated 
to do great harm. 


There are two courses open. Individual Chris- 
tians can inform the President and the State 
Department that these leaders of the National 
Council have not spoken for them. 


Secondly, when the representatives of our own 
denomination attend the next session of the Council 
they can let these leaders know that they have 
no authority to speak for our church and _ its 
membership in matters such as this. 


We write of this with deep feeling because we 
believe much of our trouble today is brought about 
by a fear psychology—a fear of what Russia might 
do. Had we consistently done what we know to 
be right we believe Russia would long since have 
been forced to back down and retreat in her plans 
for world conquest. 


It is this continued negotiation and appeasement 
which has encouraged and will continue to en- 
courage Communist aggression. Surely the Church 
of Jesus Christ should have no part in such a 
policy! ! 


L.N.B. 





The Power of Positive Preaching 


The power of positive thinking is a popular topic 
today. Nor would we discount the value of right 
thinking, but, in this editorial we wish to speak 
of the power to be found in positive preaching. 


There is an authority and finality about the 
Gospel message which demands that it be preached 
positively. This precludes either an inadequate or 
a half-hearted presentation. It is the ome message 
having to do with the eternal verities—with life 
and death. 


A study of the-Acts of the Apostles shows how 
their messages rang out clearly and without apol- 
ogv. They knew the source of the message, its 
relevancy for the needs of those to whom they 
spake and its power to transform the lives of 
those who would accept it. They knew because 
they had experienced this power in their own lives. 


We Presbyterians have rightly insisted upon an 
educated ministry, but we also recognize that edu- 
cation in itself is not sufficient. Positive preaching 
comes, not from erudition, nor does it come from 
a gift of eloquence. Some of the most powerful 
preachers the world has ever known, beginning 
with the apostles and continuing down to the 
present day, have been men handicapped in one 
way or another but on whom the Holy Spirit 
has rested with mighty power. Such preaching 
comes from a positive and transforming faith, a 
faith which recognizes the desperate need of the 
individual and the world, the content and validity 
of the Message and the certainty of the results 
which follow such preaching. 
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Fortunately, true education and a simple, posi- 
tive faith are completely compatible, and, out of 
such a combination there should come a positive 
preaching which leaves no doubt in the minds of 
those who hear it that they have heard God’s 
truth, 


The prophets of old; Paul and his contem- 
poraries and all others who have left their impress 
on the Church have, without exception, been men 
with a positive faith and a positive message. 

May their number be multiplied today! ! 


L. N. B. 





A Greater Faith for Now 
and Future Days 


We refuse to be unduly demonstrative over 
the vote on Church Union. We have fine friends 
on the other side and this would be ungentle- 
manly and un-Christian in the extreme. Truly 
they were sincere and enthusiastic in what they 
stood for. 


We think it is not unfair, however, to believe 
that God’s Spirit is working mightily to assist 
His church forward in a most unusual way,— 
to restore the Reformed faith in the hearts of 
her leaders and her institutions, to revive every 
part of Her life, work and worship. The recent 
victory is only a beginning, only a sign, only 
a promise. It is the writer’s studied opinion, 
however, that if we carry on a vigorous witness 
for our Lord in the power of His Spirit, de- 
pending upon the Spiritual weapons of prayer 
and the Word we shall see untold victories 
achieved in the days that lie ahead. Increasingly, 
the warfare must be of God, or, it will not be 
at all. While no one knows the precise pattern 
of organization, new groupings of believing 
bodies over our land may be necessary. 


The Apostle Paul, God’s great messenger and 
servant, believed in a rosy future for the church. 
Do not take our word for this, but carefully 
examine God’s word itself for your own satis- 
faction. In four of the six chapters of his letter 
to the Ephesians he expresses a sublime con- 
viction of the church’s continued growth and 
maturity in all Spiritual matters. If we believe 
this, why cannot we expect greater things in 
our own denomination. Without attempting 
a detailed exegesis, listen to some of the Apos- 
tle’s mighty utterances. (We use Phillips trans- 
lation without citing references.) “God has 
placed everything under the power of Christ 
and has set Him up as Head of everything for 
the Church. For the Church is His body, and 
in that body lives fully the One who fills the 
whole wide universe. . . . In Him each separate 
piece of building properly fitted into its neigh- 
bor grows together into a temple consecrated 
to God. You are all part of this building in 
which God Himself lives by his Spirit. . . . Now 
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to Him who by his Power within us is able 
to do far more than we ever dare ask or im- 
agine . . . to Him be glory in the Church 
through Jesus Christ for ever and ever, Amen. 

For it is from the Head that the whole 
body as a harmonious structure knit together 
by the joints with which it is provided, grows 
by the proper functioning of individual parts 
to its full maturity in love.“ 


Without giving us a time table of events, 
without discussing the Second Coming of our 
Lord, or any related occurrences, we witness 
here a superb optimism. Here is great faith 
for the future development of the Church. These 
declarations are of monumental importance to 
us just now. There are to be found at least four 
profound statements of prime significance. 


(1) Christ as the great Head of the Church 
actually lives in that Body. 


2) Each separate part of the Church (now 


spoken of as a Temple) seems to become 
fitted together into a great God-consecrated 
group. 


(3) Prayer is to play an important part in the 
church, but that God’s granting is definite- 
ly geared higher than our asking. 


(4) The Church is sure to grow into a glorious 
completeness described as “its full maturity 
in love.” 


Precisely what the blueprint is for future 
days in our own Church we do not deign to 
describe. It may involve many realignments of 
those who hold to the Reformed faith. It may 
be the beginning of new days for Bible-believing 
Christians whose confidence in the Word of 
God is uppermost at all times. 


By the same token, it may presage new 
groupings of those who plead for a more liberal 
interpretation of our standards, or who desire 
a combination with some larger body outside 
themselves. 


If these conclusions are correct, what should 
we do about it? We should push forward it 
seems with more boldness in every sphere of 
the Church’s life. “Forward with Christ” is our 
slogan in evangelism, stewardship, missions and 
in every phase of this great program. More 
confidence in prayer and more power in wit- 
ness-bearing should be ours. More expectations 
for the Church’s purity, growth and develop- 
ment. More glory for Jesus Christ, our great 
Head. R. W. C. 
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Censures And Councils 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


“The Lord Jesus, as king and head of his 
Church, hath therein appointed a government 
in the hand of church-officers, distinct from 
the civil magistrate.” In the United States, per- 
haps better than anywhere else in the world, 
the separation of church and state has been 
maintained. Whenever, as in the Middle Ages, 
and wherever, as in Spain and other Roman 
countries today, the church controls the state, 
the church has been corrupt; and why Anglicans 
and Scandinavian Lutherans want politicians 
to control the church, is beyond the under- 
standing of an American Calvinist. If we know 
what is good for us, both civilly and ecclesiasti- 
cally, we shall resist the socialistic extension 
of governmental authority that has already, in 
one or two instances, infringed on our inalien- 
able religious liberty. 


To the officers whom Christ has appointed 
for his Church, he has given authority to im- 
pose censures. “Church censures are necessary 
for the reclaiming and gaining of offending 
brethren; for deterring of others from like of- 
fenses; for purging out of that leaven which 
might infect the whole lump; for vindicating 
the honor of Christ and the holy profession 
of the gospel; and for preventing the wrath of 
God which might justly fall upon the Church, 
if they should suffer his covenant and the seals 
thereof to be profaned by notorious and ob- 
stinate offenders” (sec. iii) . 


Because this principle has become virtually 
a dead letter in most of the denominations, the 
results it was supposed to have prevented have 
overtaken us. Offending brethren are not re- 
claimed, nor are others deterred from offend- 
ing; the leaven that should have been purged 
has infected the whole lump; instead of Christ’s 
honor being vindicated, people have no respect 
for a pusillanimous church; and the wrath of 
God seems about to fall upon us. From eccle- 
siastical country clubs, good Lord, deliver us! 


“For the better government and further edi- 
fication of the Church, there ought to be such 
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assemblies as are commonly called synods or 
councils. It belongeth to synods and coun- 
cils, ministerially, to determine controversies of 
faith and cases of conscience . which decrees 
and determinations, if consonant to the word 
ol God, are to be received with reverence and 
submission.” 


Some Christians do not believe in synods or 
councils and have therefore insisted on a strictly 
congregational form of government. The ccn- 
gregation admits new members, inflicts censures 
(if it wishes) , and ordains men to the ministry 
—all without supervision by or appeal to a 
higher court. Perhaps it is not surprising that 
congregationalists overlook or reinterpret | 
Tim. 5:14, which indicates that ordination 
should occur by the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery; it is more surprising that they 
proceed without an express New Testament in- 
stance of ordination by the laity; but what goes 
beyond my Presbyterian comprehension is the 
total repudiation of synods and councils in the 
light of Acts 15. 


At the same time one must admit that some 
errors are less pernicious than others. In the 
history of the church much less damage has 
been done by congregationalism than by synod- 
ical usurpation of unlimited power. Though 
it is not wise to flee from one extreme to the 
other, congregational revulsion from ecclesias- 
tical tyranny can easily be appreciated by all 
except the tyrants. 


Now, the Confession states that the decrees 
of councils are to be received with submission, 
if they are consonant to the word of God. And 
in the next section it says, “all synods or coun- 
cils . . . may err and many have erred; there- 
fore they are not to be made the rule of faith 
and practice.” A. A. Hodge in his Commentary 
on the Westminster Confession states that “if 
their decisions are opposed plainly to the word 
of God, the private member should disregard 
them.” 


How different this Presbyterian position is 
from the position of Dr. Eugene Blake, Stated 
Clerk of the U.S.A. General Assembly, who 
said, “The will of the majority of the Presbytery 
is the will of God.” According to another official 
in that denomination, “Now that the Commit- 
tee has acted, that becomes the action of the 
Presbytery, and that is the will of God.” Such 
a position as this may be popery, it may be 
paranoia, but whatever it is, it is not Presby- 
terian. 

These delusions of grandeur, delusions of 
deity we might say, have led some churches to 
violate the Confession of Faith by transgressing 
upon civil authority. They forget they are the 
church and aspire to be the federal government. 
This is not Presbyterianism, either. The Con- 
fession says, “Synods and councils . . . are not 
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to intermeddle with civil affairs unless 
by way of humble petition in cases extraordin- 
ary; or by way of advice for satisfaction of 
conscience if they be thereunto required by the 
civil magistrate.” Yet in spite of this specific 
injunction, lobbying has become a dignified 
activity for ecclesiastical officials. One day it 
may be the Presbyterians, whose majority vote 
determines the will of God, asking that Red 
China be seated at the U. N., or perhaps that 
federal expenses for public housing or educa- 
tion be sharply increased; another day it may 
be the Methodists who denounce congressional 
investigations as being after the pattern of 
Medieval Spain and modern totalitarian states. 
But no, I may have it backwards: it was this 
last item that came from a Presbyterian source. 
But it was not Presbyterianism. 


Wouldn't it be wonderful if all Presbyterians 
were Presbyterian! 


ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 
Lesson No. 102 
MORE HINDRANCES 


“Hindrances, Inc., Serpent D. Satan, Gen. 
Mer.,” cleverly clothes its products with respect- 
ability and plausibility. The challenge to go and 
talk to a lost sinner about his soul’s salvation is 
perfectly clear and plain. It is undoubtedly from 
God. But business, social engagements, health pro- 
tection (as in case of rain or severe weather and 
maybe a virus infection threatening!) and the radio 
or television programs—one or all of these sud- 
denly loom up across the path, and the challenge 
goes unheeded, or action is postponed to “a con- 
venient season” (Felix). Business is very necessary. 
We have to make a living; and besides, we are 
under contract and must keep our promises. “Hin- 
drances, Inc.”’ even quotes Scripture on this: “Seest 
thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand 
before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.” 
(Prov. 22:29). Then there is the social obligation ; 
being a member of the club, and an absentee would 
make an “odd table.” QOne’s health is a sacred 
stewardship and this threatened rain might bring 
on a bad cold; sneezed twice yesterday. Also people 
don’t care to have you calling with mud on your 
shoes. And there’s the television program specially 
interesting tonight: a fellow needs relaxation after a 
hard day’s work. (Aside: it does not really induce 
relaxation—more often it tightens the nerves, and 
it literally eats up time.) Also, you are apt to in- 
terrupt your “prospect’s” television program! (This 
is a grand excuse!) 





There are hundreds of other hindrances that 
seem perfectly reasonable. In fact, ‘“Hindrances, 
Inc.” has an unlimited list of them, and not one 
of them is admitted to be unreasonable. 
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WANTED: 


Grade School and High School teachers who are 
consecrated Christians and would like to teach 
in a Christian School. Also young ladies who 
are graduating from college this spring who 
would be interested in teaching in a Christian 
School. Also, a young man to direct Youth 
Program in the Church and in Christian School, 
including gym classes, sports, and games, as 
well as Christian activities. Write Rev. W. E. 
Hill, West End Christian School, 1600 Atlantic 
Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer school 
begins June 6, 1955. 
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There is just one way to deal with these hin- 
drances. Talk to God about it. One thing is 
certain. God will not give you a task to do, but 
He will also make it possible to perform it. There 
are ways to get around these hindrances, but our 
trouble is we don’t want to get around them. One 
Sunday night beginning a week’s meeting in Hous- 
ton, Texas, the evangelist urged the church mem- 
bers to dedicate the week to God; to set aside 
every night in the week to attend services. Two 
little girls came to him at the close of the service 
and told him they very much wanted to attend, 
but it happened to be the week for their most 
important “test” in the entire semester; that they 
had never made 100 in any test, and had promised 
their parents they would make 100 this time at 
all hazards. That would mean they must stay at 
home every night and study for this important 
test. The evangelist asked them if they believed 
God would like to have them attend the services. 
“Of course He would,” they replied, “but we don’t 
think He would have us break our promise to our 
parents.” The evangelist then said, “Well, sup- 
pose you pray about it tonight, and ask God to 
show you how you can come to the services and 
make 100 on your test, too; will you?” They said 
they would, and they did pray. Monday night 
came and the two little girls were at the church. 
They told the preacher that while they were pray- 
ing “it occurred to them” that they could cut 
out some of their afternoon activities which were 
not necessary, and take that time for study. They 
came every night to the services. Friday night they 
both rushed up to the preacher at the close and 
told him they had both made 100 in their tests 
that day. This is just a child’s experience, but 
the same holds good with any real servant of the 
Lord under any circumstances who wants to do his 
Master’s will. A way will be provided if we ask 
for it with the willingness to follow His lead. 
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HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 


IN DAY BY DAY 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
Sun., April 17, Rev. 2:1-7. 

What picture is given in v.1 of Christ’s close- 
ness to His churches? (See 1:20 for interpreta- 
tion of symbols.) How aware is He of condi- 
tions in the Ephesian Church (vv.2-4)? How 
aware is He of my personal spiritual condition? 
What attitude does He take toward correct doc- 
trine (v.2)? Is Christ’s hatred directed toward 
the false teachers themselves or toward the fruit 
of their teaching (v.6)? Is my hatred directed 
against the false teacher or his teaching? What 
ought the basic attitude of the heart to be 
(v.4) ? Look again at what Christ found to com- 
mend the Ephesian Christians for (vv.2-3). Yet, 
what was all this worth without love (v.5)? 
How great an inheritance will my Christian 
love produce (v.7) ? 

Mon., April 18, Rev. 2:8-11. 

Notice the intensity of the persecution these 
Christians faced (v.10). Is hope given of de- 
liverance in this life? Did they face the pos- 
sibility of dying for their faith? Yet what. are 
the reassuring words of v.10a? How does the 
fact that Christ rose from the dead (v.8) help 
them face physical death? What does the prom- 
ise of v.10b add? Of what value is faithfulness 
in persecution to the Christian (vv.9,10b,11) ? 
What type of death should one really fear 
(v.11)? (See Rev. 20:14-15 for an explanation 
of the “second death.”) Is my thinking limited 
to the affairs of this life? Should the fear of 
Hell (v.11) or the hope of heaven (vv.10-11) 
spur me on to more faithful Christian living? 
What is my attitude toward death? Am I ready 
to die? 

Tues., April 19, Rev. 2:12-17 

For what does Christ commend these Chris- 
tiarts of Pergamos (v.13)? Would you classify 
them as an extremely worthy group (v.13)? 
Does Christ have any word of rebuke for their 
personal Christian lives? He upbraids them, not 
because they are holding false doctrine them- 
selves, but because they are keeping in their 
midst those who do so (vv.14,15). The teach- 
ing of Balaam (v.14) refers to the sexual vices 
of heathen worship. (See Numbers 25:1-9; 
31:16.) The Nicolaitane (v.15) were probably 
a group who advocated licentious living. Notice 
that false doctrine will eventually lead one into 
sin and immorality (vv.14,15). Though Christ 
says that He will come and fight against the 
false teachers (v.16), who does he hold respon- 
sible for their presence in His Church 
(vv.14-16a)? Am I genuinely concerned over 
those whose teachings would rob the Church 
of her spiritual power? What would Christ have 
me do about them? 

Wed., April 20, Rev. 2:18-29. 
Notice that Christ reveals Himself at the 


PAGE & 





beginning of each message in a form that meets 
a specific need in each church (vv.1,8,12,18) . He 
fully understands and gives credit for the ac- 
complishments of each church before admon- 
ishing (vv.2,9,13,19). What do these facts re- 
veal of His character? Thyatira was guilty of 
much the same sins as Pergamos. Does Christ 
make any compromise with sin (vv.20-22)? Is 
He willing to forgive the vilest sinner who re- 
pents (vv.21-22)? Is He just in His punishment 
of sin  (vv.22-23)? in granting rewards 
(vv.25-28) ? How does this portrait of Christ 
compare to that found in the Gospels? What 
encouragements and warnings do I receive from 
this passage as I contemplate this same Christ 
speaking to me? 

Thurs., April 21, Rev. 3:1-6. 

What is this church’s basic sin (v.1)? Do you 
have the reputation of being active in the 
Lord’s work? Does your spiritual life measure 
up to your “reputation”? Notice the ways in 
which Christ attempts to bring new life to 
this church. How would the memory of the 
message first preached to them stir up spiritual 
life (v.3)? What part would the warning of 
Christ’s sudden return play (v.3)? How would 
the example of godly brethren help (v.4)? What 
would the promises of v.5 add? Which of these 
spiritual “levers” would revitalize my spiritual 
life? 

Fri., April 22, Rev. 3:7-13. 

Christ is able to overcome all opposition (v.7) . 
How would this knowledge be of comfort to 
a numerically small, but faithful church (v.8) ? 
How will Christ deal with the opponents of 
these Christians (v.9)? What is one purpose 
of affliction (v.10)? Why will this church be 
spared future affliction (v.10)? What would 
the hope of Christ’s return mean to these Chris- 
tians (v.11)? What does it mean to you? What 
exhortation is found in v.11 to those who are 
faithful in His service? Christ promises them 
an absolutely certain and enduring relationship 
to God (v.12). What part do numbers, organi- 
zation or worldly power contribute to the 
strength of this church? What part does Christ 
play? With which am I more impressed today? 
Sat., April 23, Rev. 3:14-22. 

What was it that caused these Christians to re- 
ceive the severest condemnation (vv.15-16) ? No- 
tice that this church is not accused of being dead, 
of harboring heresy, or of indulging in gross sin. 
Were they aware of their real needs? By whose 
standards were they judging themselves? Con- 
trast this church to the church at Philadelphia 
(v.8). How does Christ regard the Laodiceans 
(v.17) ? He recommends for them the righteous- 
ness that is produced by the fires of persecu- 
tion (v.18). What do you see of the greatness 
of the love of Christ in v.19? What picture 
is given in v.20? Is there an element of tragedy 
in it? Do I allow pride and self-sufficiency to 
blind me to my real needs? How does the world 
look at my religion? How does Christ look at 
itr 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 24 


Asa’s Religious Reforms 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 14-16. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 28. 


appears to mean that he was never an idolater; 
he never turned away to idols but served the 
true God. 


We skip Abijah, the son of Rehoboam. He 
was successful in a war with Jeroboam, king 
of Israel because they relied upon the God of 
their fathers. We learn from I Kings 15 that 
he was a wicked ruler, walking in the footsteps 
of his father and his successes were due more 
to the fact that David was his “father” than 
to his own goodness. It was for David’s sake 
that the Lord blessed him. It is a blessing some- 
times to have had a godly great-great-grand- 
father. 


In .our Devotional Reading we have some 
words that might apply to Asa. “Unto thee 
will I cry, O Lord, my Rock . . . The Lord 
is my strength and my shield . . . Save thy 
people, and bless thine inheritance.” He did 
“cry to God,” and God gave him victory over 
his enemies. He was a much better man than 
his father. I wish to divide his reign as follows: 
I. Ten years of Rest and Peace. II. The years 
of Victory. III. Rebuked for his sins. 


I. Years of Rest and Peace: 14:1-8: 
“In his days the land was quiet ten years.” 


The explanation is found in verse 2: And 
Asa did that which was good and right in the 
‘+ eyes of the Lord his God. His work was both 
a “tearing down, and a building up.” He took 
away the altars of the strange gods and brake 
down the images, and cut down the groves. 
Part of any Reform has to be a “tearing down.” 
Carrie Nation with her hatchet smashed many 
a saloon and started a reform in our nation 
many years ago. It may take something like 
this to break the shackles that have been again 
forged around us by the whiskey and beer 
barons and the gangsters who seem to rule 
even from prison cells. (A thought-provoking 
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The well-known saying about George Washington, “First in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen,” could in a measure be applied to Asa. On the whole he was 
a good man and a good ruler, so good, that it is said of him that his heart was “perfect” all his 
days. We can immediately see, however, that the expression “perfect” does not mean absolute 
perfection, for there are several grave sins recorded against him. (see chapter 16:7,10,15) The word 





article in one of our leading magazines tells how 
one of these men who was convicted and sent 
to the penitentiary still exerted a tremendous 
influence upon political and labor leaders. He 
ruled from a prison cell.) Witness also the 
awful conditions recently revealed in and 
around Army camps, and the terrible narcotics 
ring with its effects upon young people. We 
have a lot of evils that should be torn down 
in our country, and there is need for iconoclasts 
like King Asa. 


But “tearing down” is not all that needs to 
be done; there must be a positive and construc- 
tive work; a “building up,” and a training in 
right ways. This he at least attempted to do, 
for he commanded Judah to seek the Lord God 
of their fathers and do the Law and Command- 
ments. Neither part of this work was thoroughly 
done, for we read in verse 17 of Chapter 15; 
“But the high places were not taken away out 
of Israel.” 


Besides these reforms he built fenced cities 
and raised a great army from Judah and Ben- 
jamin. He very wisely, it seemed, pursued a 
policy of “Preparedness.” He realized that both 
to the North and to the South there were po- 
tential enemies who were just awaiting an op- 
portunity to make war against him. “In time 
of peace, prepare for war” was a saying written 
many years after Asa, but it was the policy 
he followed. These ten years of peace seem 
to have been his best years, and he used the 
time wisely in reforms and in building up 
the nation. 


II. Years of Warfare: 
14:9 - 16:6. 


These days of peace ended when Zerah the 
Ethiopian came against him with a tremendous 
army of a million men and three hundred 
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HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
IN DAY BY DAY 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
Sun., April 17, Rev. 2:1-7. 

What picture is given in v.1 of Christ’s close- 
ness to His churches? (See 1:20 for interpreta- 
tion of symbols.) How aware is He of condi- 
tions in the Ephesian Church (vv.2-4)? How 
-aware is He of my personal spiritual condition? 
What attitude does He take toward correct doc- 
trine (v.2)? Is Christ’s hatred directed toward 
the false teachers themselves or toward the fruit 
of their teaching (v.6)? Is my hatred directed 
against the false teacher or his teaching? What 
ought the basic attitude of the heart to be 
(v.4) ? Look again at what Christ found to com- 
mend the Ephesian Christians for (vv.2-3). Yet, 
what was all this worth without love (v.5)? 
How great an inheritance will my Christian 
love produce (v.7) 

Mon., April 18, Rev. 2:8-11. 

Notice the intensity of the persecution these 
Christians faced (v.10). Is hope given of de- 
liverance in this life? Did they face the pos- 
sibility of dying for their faith? Yet what are 
the reassuring words of v.10a? How does the 
fact that Christ rose from the dead (v.8) help 
them face physical death? What does the prom- 
ise of v.10b add? Of what value is faithfulness 
in persecution to the Christian (vv.9,10b,11) ? 
What type of death should one really fear 

(v.11)? (See Rev. 20:14-15 for an explanation 
of the “second death.) Is my thinking limited 
to the affairs of this life? Should the fear of 
Hell (v.11) or the hope of heaven (vv.10-11) 
spur me on to more faithful Christian living? 
What is my attitude toward death? Am I ready 
to die? 
Tues., April 19, Rev. 2:12-17 

For what does Christ commend these Chris- 
tiarts of Pergamos (v.13)? Would you classify 
them as an extremely worthy group (v.13) ? 
Does Christ have any word of rebuke for their 
personal Christian lives? He upbraids them, not 
because they are holding false doctrine them- 
selves, but because they are keeping in their 
midst those who do so (vv.14,15). The teach- 
ing of Balaam (v.14) refers to the sexual vices 
of heathen worship. (See Numbers 25:1-9; 
31:16.) The Nicolaitane (v.15) were probably 
a group who advocated licentious living. Notice 
that false doctrine will eventually lead one into 
sin and immorality (vv.14,15). Though Christ 
says that He will come and fight against the 
false teachers (v.16), who does he hold respon- 
sible for their presence in His Church 

(vv.14-l6a)? Am I genuinely concerned over 
those whose teachings would rob the Church 
of her spiritual power? What would Christ have 
me do about them? 
Wed., April 20, Rev. 2:18-29. 
Notice that Christ reveals Himself at the 
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beginning of each message in a form that meets 
a specific need in each church (vv.1,8,12,18) . He 
fully understands and gives credit for the ac- 
complishments of each church before admon- 
ishing (vv.2,9,13,19). What do these facts re- 
veal of His character? Thyatira was guilty of 
much the same sins as Pergamos. Does Christ 
make any compromise with sin (vv.20-22)? Is 
He willing to forgive the vilest sinner who re- 
pents (vv.21-22)? Is He just in His punishment 
of sin (vv.22-23)? in granting rewards 
(vv.25-28) ? How does this portrait of Christ 
compare to that found in the Gospels? What 
encouragements and warnings do I receive from 
this passage as I contemplate this same Christ 
speaking to me? 

Thurs., April 21, Rev. 3:1-6. 

What is this church’s basic sin (v.1)? Do you 
have the reputation of being active in the 
Lord’s work? Does your spiritual life measure 
up to your “reputation”? Notice the ways in 
which Christ attempts to bring new life to 
this church. How would the memory of the 
message first preached to them stir up spiritual 
life (v.3)? What part would the warning of 
Christ’s sudden return play (v.3)? 5 would 
the example of godly “i sew help (v.4)? What 
would the promises of v.5 add? W hich of these 
spiritual “levers” would revitalize my spiritual 
life? 

Fri., April 22, Rev. 3:7-13 

Christ is able to overcome all opposition (v.7) . 
How would this knowledge be of comfort to 
a numerically small, but faithful church (v.8) ? 
How will Christ deal with the opponents of 
these Christians (v.9)? What is one purpose 
of affliction (v.10)? Why will this church be 
spared future affliction (v.10)? What would 
the hope of Christ’s return mean to these Chris- 
tians (v.11)? What does it mean to you? What 
exhortation is found in v.11 to those who are 
faithful in His service? Christ promises them 
an absolutely certain and enduring relationship 
to God (v.12). What part do numbers, organi- 
zation or worldly power contribute to the 
strength of this church? What part does Christ 
play? With which am I more impressed today? 
Sat., April 23, Rev. 3:14-22. 

What was it that caused these Christians to re- 
ceive the severest condemnation (vv.15-16) ? No- 
tice that this church is not accused of being dead, 
of harboring heresy, or of indulging in gross sin. 
Were they aware of their real needs? By whose 
standards were they judging themselves? Con- 
trast this church to the church at Philadelphia 
(v.8). How does Christ regard the Laodiceans 
(v.17) ? He recommends for them the righteous- 
ness that is produced by the fires of persecu- 
tion (v.18). What do you see of the greatness 
of the love of Christ in v.19? What picture 
is given in v.20? Is there an element of tragedy 
in it? Do I allow pride and self-sufficiency to 
blind me to my real needs? How does the world 
look at my religion? How does Christ look at 
it? 
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Asa’s Religious Reforms 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 14-16. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 28. 


The well-known saying about George Washington, “First in war, first in peace, and first in the 


hearts of his countrymen,” could in a measure be applied to Asa. 


On the whole he was 


a good man and a good ruler, so good, that it is said of him that his heart was “perfect” all his 
days. We can immediately see, however, that the expression “perfect” does not mean absolute 
perfection, for there are several grave sins recorded against him. (see chapter 16:7,10,15) The word 


appears to mean that he was never an idolater; 
he never turned away to idols but served the 
true God. 


We skip Abijah, the son of Rehoboam. He 
was successful in a war with Jeroboam, king 
of Israel because they relied upon the God of 
their fathers. We learn from I Kings 15 that 
he was a wicked ruler, walking in the footsteps 
of his father and his successes were due more 
to the fact that David was his “father” than 
to his own goodness. It was for David’s sake 
that the Lord blessed him. It is a blessing some- 
times to have had a godly great-great-grand- 
father. 


In .our Devotional Reading we have some 
words that might apply to Asa. “Unto thee 
will I cry, O Lord, my Rock . The Lord 
is my strength and my shield Save thy 
people, and bless thine inheritance.” He did 
“cry to God,” and God gave him victory over 
his enemies. He was a much better man than 
his father. I wish to divide his reign as follows: 
I. Ten years of Rest and Peace. II. The years 
of Victory. III. Rebuked for his sins. 


I. Years of Rest and Peace: 14:1-8: 
“In his days the land was quiet ten years.” 


The explanation is found in verse 2: And 
Asa did that which was good and right in the 
eyes of the Lord his God. His work was both 
a “tearing down, and a building up.” He took 
away the altars of the strange gods and brake 
down the images, and cut down the groves. 
Part of any Reform has to be a “tearing down.” 
Carrie Nation with her hatchet smashed many 
a saloon and started a reform in our nation 
many years ago. It may take something like 
this to break the shackles that have been again 
forged around us by the whiskey and beer 
barons and the gangsters who seem to rule 
even from prison cells. (A thought-provoking 
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article in one of our leading magazines tells how 
one of these men who was convicted and sent 
to the penitentiary still exerted a tremendous 
influence upon political and labor leaders. He 
ruled from a prison cell.) Witness also the 
awful conditions recently revealed in and 
around Army camps, and the terrible narcotics 
ring with its effects upon young people. We 
have a lot of evils that should be torn down 
in our country, and there is need for iconoclasts 
like King Asa. 


But “tearing down” is not all that needs to 
be done; there must be a positive and construc- 
tive work; a “building up,” and a training in 
right ways. This he at least attempted to do, 
for he commanded Judah to seek the Lord God 
of their fathers and do the Law and Command- 
ments. Neither part of this work was thoroughly 
done, for we read in verse 17 of Chapter 15; 
“But the high places were not taken away out 
of Israel.” 


Besides these reforms he built fenced cities 
and raised a great army from Judah and Ben- 
jamin. He very wisely, it seemed, pursued a 
policy of “Preparedness.” He realized that both 
to the North and to the South there were po- 
tential enemies who were just awaiting an op- 
portunity to make war against him. “In time 
of peace, prepare for war’’ was a saying written 
many years after Asa, but it was the policy 
he followed. These ten years of peace seem 
to have been his best years, and he used the 
time wisely in reforms and in building up 
the nation. 


IT. Years of Warfare: 
14:9 - 16:6. 


These days of peace ended when Zerah the 
Ethiopian came against him with a tremendous 
army of a million men and three hundred 
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chariots. To meet this horde Asa had about 
580,000 men. He cried to the Lord and uttered 
a short, but effective prayer, and the Lord smote 
the Ethiopians and they carried away very great 
quantities of spoil. 


He is met by Azariah the prophet who gives 
him this splendid admonition: “The Lord is 
with you, while you be with Him, and if ye 
seek Him, he will be found of you; but if ye 
forsake Him, he will forsake you.” He reminds 
the king that these recent years had been years 
of unrest and war on the whole. He encourages 
Asa to go forward with his work of reforma- 
tion: Be ye strong therefore, and let not your 
hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded. 
(Had Asa become a bit slack and discouraged 
in his reform movement, and was this the reason 
that Zerah was allowed to come up against him? 
Reading between the lines, we can surmise that 
this may have been true). At any rate, when 
the king heard these words he “took courage” 
and began an even more vigorous campaign 
to “clean up” the land. He put away the abom- 
inable idols, and he gathered together all Judah 
and Benjamin and many from the Northern 
Kingdom and they offered to the Lord and 
entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God 
of their fathers with all their heart and with 
all their soul. (This would seem to indicate 
that the reforms thus far had been somewhat 
“half-hearted” and not of a lasting or deep char- 
acter). So they swore unto the Lord with a 
loud voice and with shouting «nd music, and 
there was great rejoicing. Sometimes a military 
victory has this effect. He took another drastic 
step. He removed his mother irom the place 
of queen because she had made an idol in a 
grove. He cut down her idol and stamped it 
and burnt it. The only flaw in these thorough 
reforms seems to be that the “high places” 
remained. 


His next war was with Baasha, king of Israel. 
Asa now does a very foolish thing. Instead of 
relying upon the Lord, as he did in the case 
of Zerah and his mighty host, he sends money 
to Ben-Hadad, the king of Syria, who dwelt at 
Damascus and bribed him to break his league 
with Baasha and turn against his former ally, 
and help Asa. This he did, and Asa was vic- 
torious, but it was a victory which brought a 
stinging rebuke from Hanani the seer. 


Let me stop here for a comment which may 
not be out of place. Why is it that God's peo- 
ple, even after they have been delivered by 
Him in a wonderful manner, will turn from 
Him and beg some human, and even heathen, 
ally for help? One and one does not always 
add up to two. A godly nation and an ungodly 
one make far less than two; may not even add 
up to ONE. The Lord had delivered them from 
the mighty Ethiopian; was He not able to de- 
liver from this other enemy? Why cry for help 
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from a heathen nation like Syria? He forsakes 
the wise policy he had pursued in the case of 
Zerah and tries to buy the friendship of this 
godless nation. Before we condemn him too 
severely let us ask ourselves whether we are 
not pursuing the very same policy today. If 
we are in any sense a Christian nation, cannot 
we trust God, and not rely upon allies that 
we have to “bribe.” Some of these allies are 
about as godless as Syria, and just as unreliable. 
They are likely to do as he later did and weaken 
instead of strengthen us. 


Ill. Rebuked for His Sins: 
16:7-14. 


“Because thou hast relied on the king of 
Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God, 
therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped 
out of thy hand.” God could have easily given 
him the victory over both Israel and Syria, and 
so destroyed two enemies at one time. He re- 
minds Asa that the Lord had delivered him 
from the Ethiopians. “Herein hast thou done 
foolishly : therefore from henceforth thou shalt 
have wars.” These words, I am afraid, may be 
applicable to us. Instead of being freed from 
wars, Asa prepared the way for future trouble. 
The prophet says a very striking thing about 
God, a fact we today should remember: “For 
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro through- 
out the earth, to show himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward 
Him.”” Do we believe this today? 


Then Asa did another foolish thing: he got 
mad with the preacher! “Then Asa was wroth 
with the seer and put him in a prison house: 
for he was in a rage with him because of this 
thing. He also oppressed some of the people 
at the same time. (I expect some of the people 
took sides with the seer.) 


Then we have mentioned a little, but inter- 
esting personal matter : Asa was “diseased in his 
feet.” Dr. Alexander Whyte, in his character- 
istic manner, comments on this phrase. He says 
that the king not only had this physical disease 
but that his feet strayed from the way of God 
in his later years. He was spiritually “diseased” 
in his feet. This is true of many. They have 
ceased to walk in the ways of God. 


All of these incidents indicate something of 
weakness, sin, and folly in this monarch who 
was on the whole a good ruler and carried out 
many reforms. The good outweighed the evil. 
He reigned 41 years and was buried with great 
honors. 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 








Understanding Family Problems 


Hymn: “Softly Now The Light of Day” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 8 

Hymn: “O Grant Us Light, That We May 
Know” 

Offering 


Hymn: “Breathe On Me, Breath Of God” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(With this program it is especially important 
that you read the material carefully before as- 
signing any parts. Be sure that the speakers you 
choose will give thoughtful and sympathetic 
treatment to the subjects assigned them.) 


A normal home and family is one where 
every member is generally healthy and happy. 
According to this definition there are many 
homes in nearly every community which are 
not normal. We want to think together about 
some of the problems which keep some of the 
homes in our community from being normal. 
We will also want to recognize that real happi- 
ness can be achieved in spite of some of these 
difficulties. The most important matter for us, 
however, is to determine what we, as Christian 
young people, can do in our own homes and 
communities to deal with these special prob- 
lems which come to some people. As we con- 
tinue our discussion it will become increasingly 
apparent that these problems will shrink in dif- 
ficulty if there is a large measure of Christian 
understanding and Christian helpfulness in both 
the home and the community. 


First SPEAKER: 

A problem that some homes have face is 
the mental illness of one of their members. 
Mental illness is far more common than many 
of us realize. It is estimated that more than 
one person out of twenty in the United States 
suffers from some form of mental illness. It 
is very unfortunate that many people think of 
this kind of sickness as being a shameful thing. 
This attitude adds greatly to the problem. The 
fact is that it is no more shameful to be men- 
tally sick than it is to have a case of mumps, 
but we need to remind ourselves that illness 
of the mind is every bit as real as sickness of 
the body. 


When a member of a family is mentally ill 
he needs more than ever the love and confidence 
of the other people in the home. Understanding 
and love are among the best medicines with 
which to treat sickness of the mind. The pres- 
ence of mental illness in a home puts a strain 


on all the members of the family, and the other 
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people in the community can make their lot 
happier and their burden easier by showing 
their love and understanding to the whole fam- 
ily. Sometimes these troubled families have had 
to undergo the additional sorrow of being con- 
sidered queer and inferior by their neighbors. 
When Jesus was in the flesh He was especially 
concerned with those who were mentally ill. 
Can we, as Christians, be any less concerned? 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Another problem which comes to some homes 
is that of mental deficiency. This is quite a 
different thing from mental illness. The one 
is a sickness of the fully developed mind while 
the other is a lack of mental maturity. There 
are many causes for mental deficiency such as 
injuries or severe childhood sicknesses. Some- 
times the lack of development cannot be ex- 
plained at all. In general, mental deficiency can 
be defined as a failure of the mind to develop 
fully. People in this condition often have the 
bodies of adults and the mental capacity of 
children or adolescents. 


Since mental deficiency is not a sickness it 
cannot be cured, but those who are mentally 
immature can and do lead well adjusted lives. 
They need the love and loyalty of home and 
friends even more than perfectly normal people. 
It is very probable that through the simplicity 
of their faith and trust they are more pleasing 
to God than many people who are blessed with 
finer intellects. Jesus said, “Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein.” 


It has been pointed out that there is a higher 
rate of crime among people of subnormal men- 
tality. This is undoubtedly due in part to lack 
of mature judgment and emotions, but there 
is nothing about lower mentality which makes 
it necessary for a person to be criminal. It is 
very likely that the mentally subnormal turn 
to crime in many cases because they are so 
poorly treated by people who are more nearly 
normal. It is our place to remember that these 
people are just as surely God’s creatures as we 
are. Christ died for them just as surely as He 
died for us. It is our privilege as Christians 
to be especially friendly and to help them find 
the place of service and happiness for which 
God created them. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Still another widespread problem which con- 
fronts the home is divorce and separation. It 
was said several years ago that one out of every 
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four marriages in the United States was ending 
in divorce. It is a fact that a broken home is 
evidence of sin on the part of someone some- 
where, but before we become too critical we 
need to remember that all of us are sinners and 
that God forgives those who repent and trust 
in His grace. We also need to remember that 
many of those who suffer because of broken 
homes are altogether innocent of wrongdoing 
or wrong attitudes. 


It is bad enough for a home to be broken 
up under any circumstances, but it is especially 
serious when there are children. Such an experi- 
ence is often a severe shock to them and one 
which will have unhappy results in later years. 
During World War II it was discovered that 
more than half of the inmates of one Navy 
prison were products of broken homes. 


Christian people are not being at all helpful 
with regard to this problem when they adopt 
an attitude of self-righteous superiority toward 
divorced people and their children. On the other 
hand, we are not to condone divorce and the 
loose living and thinking which causes it. The 
best solution is to prevent broken homes, but 
when they are already broken, we who are 
Christians still have a responsibility. To all who 
are the victims of this trouble we ought to show 
our love and concern. We ought to lead them to 
seek the forgiveness and the help of God through 
Christ. We ought to be especially reassuring 
and helpful to children of broken homes. If 
we had always been faithful in our care of these 
children, there might not be statistics such as 
those gleaned from the files of the Navy prison. 


Women’s Work 


Some Reasons Why Read the Bible Daily 








I. The Holy Scriptures “are to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.” (II Timothy 3:15) 


II. A vague intention to read the Bible drifts 
into nothingness until you really make a day 
by day beginning. 


III. Reading the Bible daily and devoutly 
helps to develop a happy and useful life. 


IV. We would lose our way without the 
faith and truth proclaimed in the written Word 
of God. 


V. Purposeful reading of these selections each 
day has been found highly effective by millions 
of people of all ages. 


VI. The more faithfully you read God’s Word, 
the more you will learn to treasure it and the 
greater will be the influence of its transforming 
teaching in your life. 
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BOOKS! ! 


What are you doing about comic books sold 
on your corner? 


Did you know that crime comic books have 
a circulation of almost 90 million copies a 
month. Dr. Fred Wirtham, author of “Seduc- 
tion of the Innocent” warns against crime comic 
books. He states, that these books breed crime, 
encourage moral delinquency, create an atmos- 
phere of crime and destruction, stimulate un- 
wholesome fantasy, suggest criminal and _ sex- 
ually abnormal ideas and produce readiness for 
temptation. 


What are your ideas on the subject? What 
are you doing about crime comics in your com- 
munity? 





\ Service to Students Studying in U.S.A. 

Many foreign students are studying in our 
schools. They are strangers in a strange land. 
We do not have a full report, but United 
Church Women living in the towns where these 
students are studying have welcomed them with 
open arms. Some came for Christmas dinner, 
teas, informal parties, in homes. The YWCA 
and churches have opened their doors for eve- 
nings of fun and relaxation. These students 
are all Ambassadors of Good Will, or “bad 
will,’ when they return to their native coun- 
tries. You don’t have to wait until next Christ- 
mas. These same young people are at school 
throughout the school year. It will be a reward- 
ing experience to have these young people in 
your home. Wouldn’t you like to do something 
nice for one or more of these students? 





OVERSEAS RELIEF 

The Women of the Church of East Alabama 
Presbytery have come through an experience 
which to them was actually a miracle of God’s 
Providence. How God provided clothes for a 
great number of people seems little short of 
the time that Jesus provided food for the 5,000. 
It happened step by step in a way that only 
God could plan. 

The Rev. Paul B. Freeland, Secretary of Over- 
seas Relief and Interchurch Aid, received a 
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call from Dr. H. H. Park, President of the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Seoul, 
Korea, for clothes for those students there, 492 
of them, many of them refugees and all suffer- 
ing from cold that sometimes goes to 40 degrees 
below freezing. He asked the Women of the 
Church of East Alabama Presbytery to take 
this on as a special project. 





Here is how God laid out some tools to be 
used and the opportunity to use them. The 
day that the letter from Mr. Freeland was re- 
ceived at Trinity Church in Montgomery was 

| the very day that the Rev. N. C. Cha, who is 
a student from the Seminary in Korea and pres- 
ently at Columbia Theological Seminary, was 
to speak at the World Mission dinner. So the 
letter was read to the people there that night 
and a plea made for clothes. The next week, 





> the District Conferences of East Alabama Pres- 
‘ byterial was being held throughout that week, 
. and so God gave another tool to be used to 
r ask for clothes from the women all over East 
: Alabama. 


On Wednesday of that week it was found 
through one of the pastors that Trinity could 
get hundreds of used wool uniforms from the 
Highway Department, uniforms that could not 
be used in this country, but with the insignia 
t removed could be sent to our needy Presby- 
, terians in Korea. But that was just the begin- 
ning, because the women had the uniforms, but 
where would the money come from to ship at 
least 500 uniforms straight to Korea? Mr. Free- 


. land immediately called Church World Service, 
and they promised that if East Alabama would 
| get those uniforms up to their warehouse in 
. St. Louis, they would ship them direct to the 
: Seminary at no expense to the women. Things 
4 kept working out, because in Trinity Church 
‘ there was a man, Mr. C. T. Fitzpatrick, who 


offered to dry clean all of the clothes in his 
cleaning plant at no cost to the women. Added 
to that, another man in the church also offered 
: to get free transportation to St. Louis in moving 
1 vans going there. And so Mr. John Watts did 
| get transportation from Montgomery to St. 
: Louis through Jack Cole Transfer Company. 


Cannot you see God working throughout all 
> this most thrilling story? He was also finding 
His way through the hearts of the women, for 
when a call went out to them to take time 
to remove the insignia and the brass buttons 


’ of the State from the uniforms before shipping, 
. many hands entered into this work, so many 
; in fact, that in three hours the insignia and 


buttons from the hundreds of uniforms were 
lying in a pile on the floor. From New Orleans 
came 3,000 free buttons from friends of the 
correct sizes to replace those that had been 
cut off. And so in two weeks enough clothes 
for the whole Seminary were on their way to 
Korea! 
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How much this story seems like that of the 
loaves and fishes near the Sea of Galilee. When 
God gives us a challenge, we need only to trust 
Him to guide us, to use the tools He hands to 
us, and to follow Him. For he does do miracu- 
lous things for us! 


Perhaps some of our other churches in the 
capital city of their state might also through 
some state worker in their church or through 
their pastor get the used state highway patrol 
uniforms to use for our needy Koreans. 

Mrs. Henry C. Collins. 


Church News 


MINISTERS, PLEASE NOTE 

Copy of a very important booklet (32 pages) 
will be mailed to every minister at an early 
date. This consists of the Message and Reports 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance at the 
meeting in Princeton, July, 1954. This will be 
mailed under the (blue) label of the Office of 
the General Assembly. A considerable invest- 
ment has been made in this material and it 
should be saved from the waste-basket and 
preserved after it has been read. 

E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 











NOTICE TO DOCTORS 

One of our medical missionaries in Africa is 
most anxious to secure Watson-Jones books on 
Fractures. These books are not available from 
the publishers at this time. If anyone knows where 
the two-volume set can be secured please write the 
Associate Editor, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Asheville, 
nN. G 





Another Missionary Called “Home” 
Nashville, Tenn. — Dr. W. M. Thompson, 
retired missionary of our North Brazil Mission, 
died in Garanhuns, Brazil, on March 8, accord- 
ing to word received by the Board of World 
Missions here. 


Dr. Thompson was born at Riverside, Rock- 
bridge County, Virginia, December 4, 1864. He 
studied at Washington and Lee University in 
Lexington, Va., prior to going to Union The- 
ological Seminary, Richmond, from which he 
graduated in 1890. He later did post graduate 
work at Union. Washington & Lee University 
conferred the honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
on him. 


After ordination by Lexington Presbytery in 
1890, Dr. Thompson went to Brazil as a foreign 
missionary, where he became a member of a 
foreign presbytery in 1892. Besides his accom- 
plishments in the field of evangelism, he did 
educational work for a number of years at the 
“15 de Novembro School” in Garanhuns. 
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Dr. P. D. Miller, The New Secretary B.C.E. 


Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. Patrick D. Miller, of 
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church here, has re- 
signed his pastorate of that church to accept 
the office of Executive Secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension. Dr. Miller announced his 
decision to his congregation Sunday, March 21, 
stating that the resignation would be effective 
April 30. 


The Board of Church Extension called Dr. 
Miller in February. Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., 
who had headed the Board for over four years, 
resigned last July to return to the pulpit of 
North Avenue Church here. 


Dr. Miller has been minister at the Druid 
Hills church since 1949. He came to Atlanta 
from San Antonio, Texas, where he had served 
as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. 


The new executive secretary-elect is a native 
of Carnesville, Ga. He received the B. A. degree 
from Davidson College in 1922 and the B.D. 
and Th.M. degrees from Union Seminary in 
Richmond. After ordination by Athens Presby- 
tery in 1927, he did evangelistic work in Rabun 
County, Ga., for two years and was then called 
to be Educational Secretary of the Executive 
Committee of Home Missions, a post he served 
for six years. Following this work, Dr. Miller 
accepted a call to the First Church in Raleigh, 
N. C., where he was pastor from 1935 - 1941. He 
went to San Antonio in 1941. 


Nine years ago he was elected moderator of 
the Synod of Texas. He is now Chairman of 
the Program Committee of the General Council 
and a member of the Council’s Executive Com- 
mittee. He serves as Atlanta Presbytery Chair- 
man on the Commissicn on the Minister and 
His Work. 

Dr. Miller is the author of “The Imperative 
cf Home Missions” and for five years was home 
mission editor of the Presbyterian Survey. 





Queens College Baccalaureate 
Charlotte, N. C. — Dr. Edward G. Lilly, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Charleston, S. C., will deliver the baccalaureate 
sermon at Queens College on May 29 in Belk 
Chapel. 


Dr. Lilly is a member of the Queens Board 
of Trustees, being one of the eight members 
of the board elected by the Synod of South 
Carolina. The baccalaureate preacher received 
his B.A. degree from Davidson College, his M.A. 
from Princeton University, the B.D. from Union 
Theological Seminary, Virginia, and the Th.M. 
degree as a Larus Fellow. In 194] he was awarded 
the honorary degree, doctor of divinity by 
Davidson College. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
Launches Church Attendance Crusade 


The Westminster Presbyterian Church began 
a church attendance crusade at their mid-week 
prayer service Wednesday evening, March 23, 
1955. This crusade is intended to bring new 
members into the church, reveal new service 
opportunities, find new leadership personnel, 
and add new spiritual vitality in the life of 
the church. The officers have approved a plan 
for continuous systematic visitation, using the 
“Shepherd Plan” of Evangelism. It is felt that 
this program will increase both the church 
membership and Sunday School enrollment 100 
per cent. The officers have also set aside the 
month of April as a month of Tithing Adven- 
ture, with neighborhood prayer meetings to 
undergird the Tithing Adventure. The officers 
and minister of the church have set the date 
for “ground breaking” for the first unit of the 
Westminster Church as August 1, 1955. West- 
minster Presbyterian Church was organized May 
2, 1954. Claud M. Cluney is the first minister 
of the church, having moved to Hattiesburg 
February 7 of this year. 





Climax, Georgia — A week of Special Evan- 
gelistic services was held in the Climax Presby- 
terian Church, the week of March 6th - 13th. 
The preacher for these services was Rev. B. I. 
Anderson, of the Highland Heights Church, 
Memphis. 


Some cf the older members stated that this 
was the best week the Climax Church had ever 
experienced. Sixteen new members were added 
to the Church, and the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit upon the preaching of the Word was 
evident throughout the week. 


There are many evidences of revival in the 
Climax Church. Sunday School and Church at- 
tendance is steadily increasing, giving to benev- 
clences are more than ever before, and there 
is an increased concern throughout the Church 
for those who are outside of Christ. The pastor 
of the Climax Church is the Rev. Paul Row- 
land. 





Moody Bible Institute 


Two conferences are planned by Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago, this summer. 


One will be at Montrose in the Blue Ridge 
Mountain of Pennsylvania, July 2-10, and the 
other will be the Winona Lake (indiana) Bible 
conference, July 17-24. 


Both conferences are sponsored by the 25,000- 
member Moody Alumni Association, Rev. Herbert 
Lockyer, Jr., executive secretary. 
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Pulpit Exchanges in New Orleans 


New Orleans, La. — Seven Mississippi Pres- 
byterian ministers spoke in New Orleans Pres- 
byterian churches at various times, March 27 
through April 1, in connection with the pulpit- 
exchange, pre-Easter evangelistic program. 


On Monday, March 28, the visitors were en- 
tertained at a luncheon by the local ministers. 


The New Orleans churches and visiting min- 
isters included: Canal Street Church, the Rev. 
Robert H. Walkup of Starkville, Miss.; Carroll- 
ton Church, Dr. J. Kelly Unger, of First Presby- 
terian Church, Meridian, Miss.; Gentilly 
Church, the Rev. Arthur M. Schneider, Jr., of 
Pascagoula, Miss.; Metairie Church, the Rev. 
Victor Augsburger, Biloxi, Miss.; Napoleon 
Avenue Church, the Rev. John K. Johnson, 
D.D., of Oxford, Miss., and moderator of the 
Synod of Mississippi; Oak Park Church, the 
Rev. Virgil L. Bryant, Jr., of Columbia, Miss.; 
and Third Church, the Rev. Walter L. Bader, 
of Moss Point, Miss. 





Montreat—More than 150 students from col- 
leges within Appalachia Synod, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., met here March 25-27 for the 
11th annual Westminster Fellowship retreat. 


Westminster Fellowship representatives from 
colleges throughout this area were present for 
the week-end meeting. 


Inspirational meeting for the conference was 
addressed by Dr. Sidney A. Gates, pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church, Salisbury, N. C. 


Included on the program were: a discussion 
on Christian Citizenship, devotionals, Bible 
study, panel discussions, banquets, Vesper serv- 
ices, recreation, business meetings and election 
of officers for next year. 


Officers of the group are: moderator, Martha 
Cashion, Appalachian State Teachers College; 
vice-moderator, Neal Harris, Montreat College; 
stated clerk, Paula Peak, University of Chatta- 
nooga; and treasurer, Amos Wilson, University 
of Tennessee. 





Tallahassee, Fla. — Miss Miriam Wilson, 
Presbyterian Student Worker at Florida State 
University, leaves Tallahassee March 31 for six 
months study in Europe. 


Miss Wilson, who is known to her students 
simply as “Saint,” was awarded a study grant 
by the Board of Higher Education of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. She will be enrolled 
in St. Anne’s College, Oxford University, Ox- 
ford, England, during the Trinity or spring 
term. 


While in Europe, “Saint” will also attend 
two worldwide church meetings. In August she 
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will represent the Presbyterian Church at the 
annual meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the World Student Christian Federation 
which meets near Paris. Then she plans to at- 
tend the Ecumenical Institute of the World 
Council of Churches at Bossey, Switzerland, in 
September. Student workers from d_nomina- 
tions all over the world will attend the ‘nstitute. 


The Florida State University student worker 
sails from New York April 9, on the U. S. S. 
United States, returning to Tallahassee, Oc- 
tober 1. 





THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 


Jan. 15 — Mar. 31, 1955 
GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 
March 31, 1955 57,166.18 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 7.35 


Balance needed for the year 720,211.82 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Budget for 1955 $ 19,700.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 
March 3lst, 1955 1,838.27 


Percentage of budget received to date 9.33 
Balance needed for the year 17,861.73 





TO PASTORS OF TOWN 
AND COUNTRY CHURCHES 


Our denomination has been offered three 
scholarships, providing tuition and room, for 
the Interdenominational School for Rural 
Leaders at Garrett Biblical Institute, Evans- 
ton, Illinois, on June 20-July 22, 1955. This 
school is directed by Dr. Rockwell Smith who 
was our speaker at the Town and Country Pas- 
tors’ Institute at Union Seminary last January. 
Dr. Smith will also teach one course. 


A small sum is available to supplement Dr. 
Smith’s scholarship which will help further 
toward expenses. If any of our pastors are in- 
terested in attending, please write me. 


James M. Carr, Secretary 

Town and Country Church Department 
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E., 
Atlanta 5, Georgia. 
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A Faith Born of Christ 
By John Robinson, 
Athens, Ga. 

Ours is an age of worry, of fear, of frustra- 
tion. Try as we may it seems nearly impossible 
to achieve so many of our long sought-for goals. 
Peace, for ex cample, still wanders on the outer 
fringe of our world, unable to penetrate the 
hate and suspicion that prevails therein. This 
is true, not only on the international level, but 
also on the individual stage of life. Our wor- 
ries, our confusions seem to multiply themselves 
into infinite proportions. 

But then, we have also achieved a great deal. 
The tremendous advancements in science, medi- 
cine, sociology, and thousands of other phases 
of life have labeled our age as the most pro- 
ductive of all time. 

There is a danger, therefore, that we as in- 
dividuals will be caught in the maze of one 
or the other of these philosophies and be carried 
through life either in a wave of fear or a cloud 
of pride and confidence in man’s abilities. 

Between these two roads lies the way of faith, 
and I fear that many of us will either neglect 
that road entirely or else deceive ourselves into 
believing one of these other two ways to be the 
way of God. But today the Church of Christ 
needs to proclaim to the world above all else 
that Christ is our salvation and trust in Him 
alone assures us of a full and complete life. We 
who have lost our faith need it restored; we 
who have never had faith need it proclaimed; 
we who have faith need it strengthened. 

In the midst of our human successes and 
achievements I fear we have excluded faith, that 
we have come to regard this spiritual diamond, 
not as a wondrous gift of God, but as another 
product of our advanced age of reason. We try 
to create faith within ourselves with the belief 
that this faith will then lead us to God. But 
actually, we must first of all be led to God by 
His Holy Spirit; and then we shall be baptized 
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with the holy water of God’s faith, of God’s 
power of belief. We convince ourselves that 
faith is a by-product of merely attending the 
church, and so we try to satisfy our insatiable 
spiritual hunger with weekly church attendance 

—and only that. But faith never seems to come. 
Faith results only from a nearness, a closeness 
to God. For faith is merely spiritual vision, 
simply friendship with God. When we come 
to know God so intimately, so real and _ per- 
sonally that we know with all certainty that 
He is constantly at our side, then our faith is 
established. How do we come to know God in 
such a way? Through responding to His invi- 
tations and obeying His commissions. Learning 
of God through the Bible and prayer and work- 
ing with God through teaching others of His 
wondrous love and power will bring any person 
into a nearness to our Father that no trial, no 
power on earth can tear apart. When we are 
God’s, God is ours. 





Our Hearts REJOICE. 
Wartburg Press. $2.00. 

Holy Communion is a central act of Christian 
worship. This book is planned to vitalize this 
central sacrament by presenting a series of com- 
munion meditations that will provide informa- 
tion and inspiration especially for laymen and 
laywomen. The meditations come from the 
pens of many men and no one meditation will 
therefore indicate the style and emphasis of 
the entire book. There is a variety. It is com- 
plete enough that the reader may turn to the 
book hundreds of times without feeling that 
he has received everything it has to offer. The 
twenty-four meditations found in this volume 
are longer than are the usual meditations found 
in various devotional books and booklets. They 
are longer because they are more thorough-going 
and comprehensive in treatment. This book will 
be of inestimable value as a source of inspiration 
on the sacrament of Holy Communion. 


John E. Meyer. The 
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